few issues ago, when Hit Parader ran 
A its first feature on Vixen, we began that 

article by implying that women shouldn't 
be playing heavy metal. Yes, we admit it, we are 
sexist pigs who believe that all women should be 
kept barefoot and pregnant with just enough 
length on their rope to allow them to fetch you a 
beer during Monday Night Football. But the 
more we thought about it, and the more we 
listened to Vixen’s self-titled debut LP, we began 
to realize that there may indeed be a place for 
women in heavy metal — and we don’t mean in 
the back of the tour bus serving the wanton need 
of some male rock god. In fact, vocalist Janet 
Gardner, guitarist Jan Kuehnemund, drummer 
Roxy Petrucci and bassist Share Pedersen have 
already proven themselves to be the most 
talented all-female metal group of all time. 
Admittedly, the list of femme-metal acts that 
preceded them is rather small — featuring the 
likes of the Runaways, Girlschool and Rock 
Goddess. But unlike those rather feeble attempts 
to cash in on the prurient interests of young, 
male metal fans, Vixen have shown they're a lot 
more than just a well-planned gimmick, There's 
plenty of talent beneath those tight-fitting black 
leather outfits. 

“What separates us from all the other all-girl 
groups that have come along is our attitude,” 
Gardner said, “Most of them were in it because 
they had some sort of ulterior motive, or because 
they had been hoodwinked into it by some guy 
who saw it as a cute idea. In Vixen, we're playing 
rock and roll because we love it, We've paid our 
dues. This ain't no fashion show to us. When we 
get onstage and start playing, | don't think 
anyone will say, ‘Hey those girls can really play.” 
Their first reaction will be that we're a great, 
kick-ass rock and roll band, The fact that we're 
girls, and that we look good onstage, is almost 
irrelevant.” 

"An all-girl heavy metal band is really 
something kind of new,” Petrucci added. "I 
mean, there hasn't been a band like ours that's 
had any real commercial success. You can't 
compare us to a band like the Bangles, so their 
success doesn’t count. And even Lita Ford has a 
bunch of guys in her band, so it's not the same 
with her. We're going where no band has gone 
before — it’s like we're on our own Star Trek.” 

Though they still get their share of criticism 
from those too narrow-minded to believe that 
girls can actually rock, Vixen have opened the 
eyes of virtually everyone else within the rock 
world, Not only have they put together a fine first 
LP — featuring the hit single Edge Of A Broken 
Heart — they've established themselves as a 
band that can pull off their music onstage as well 
— something no other female band has been 
able to do. 

"We really take a lot of pride in our stage 
show,” Gardner said. “We rehearse all the time, 
and when people get to see us live, they'll see all 
the hard work we put into our performance. We 
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Vixen (I, to r.): Roxy Petrucci, Janet Gardner, Share Pei 


were thrilled when we got to play a few dates on 
the European Monsters Of Rock tour last 
summer, and now we're getting ready to go on 
the road in America, If you get the chance to see 
us, please come out. We promise that you won't 
be disappointed.” 

Though Vixen are currently tasting their first 
bit of success, the group first formed over two 
years ago in Los Angeles. At the time, the band 
featured red-haired bassist Pia Koko (rumored to 
be Steve Vai's main squeeze), but it wasn’t until 
Pedersen came aboard in 1987 that Vixen got 
even the slightest respect on the L.A. metal meat 
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market. Despite a series of sold-out West Coast 
gigs, the girls couldn't seem to convince any of 
the record labels to give them a chance in the 
recording studio. Finally, out of desperation, 
they turned to friends at Left Field Management 
(who handle popster Richard Marx) for career 
guidance. Soon after, EMI Records — who, not 
so ironically, handle Marx's album product — 
offered Vixen a contract and sent them into the 
recording studio to see what they could do. The 
results surprised everyone but the band 
members themselves. 

“I don't think the people at the label were 


really ready for what we were capable of,” 
Kuehnemund said. “I remember when we first 
played the album for some of the executives at 
the label, their jaws were hanging on the table 
from the first note, | don't know exactly what 
they were expecting from us, but it wasn't what 
we gave ‘em. They loved it! They all had these 
huge smiles on their faces and they all ran up to 
us afterwards, telling us that they were gonna be 
sure every radio station in the country got a copy 
of our album the day it came out. Once we 
convinced them that they should take us 
seriously, they were totally behind us.” 

It wasn’t only the people at the band’s label 
who got behind Vixen. In fact, it seemed like a 


good proportion of the males of rock rallied to 
the band’s cause. Such notables as Jon Butcher, 
Whitesnake’s Vivian Campbell and the afore- 
mentioned Richard Marx contributed either 
songs or guest solos to Vixen’s album, turning it 
into an all-star affair that kicked butt from start 
to finish. The support of their music industry 
friends delighted the Vixen girls; not only were 
they getting some first-class assistance, they 
were also walking off with a great nod of 
acceptance from their male compatriots. 

“It was great having those people work with 
us on the album,” Gardner said. “They really 
helped us, and they gave us confidence as well 
They inspired us to make this album really heavy, 
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to really keep a metal feel to it. But at the same 
time, someone like Richard Marx was there to 
make sure we made music that was commercial 
too. We don’t think there's anything wrong with 
selling records. We want as many people as 
possible to get into this band. We don't care 
what their first impression of us is. They can 
think we're just a bunch of girls, they can think 
we're just a bunch of poseurs who like to look 
good or they can think that we're just playing at 
being a rock band. We don't care. We know that 
as soon as they hear us or see us in action, all 
those thoughts will go right out the window. 
That's when they'll realize Vixen is for real, and 
that we're out to rock em as hard as we can.” O 


